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Banana Thief

adding and subtracting
negative numbers




After playing football
with her friends, Kiduchu
was so tired and hungry!




Koba gave her his bananas, as he was still
fasting for Ramadan. Kiduchu thanked him
and promised to give the bananas back

by that evening.




“Now I'm stuffed!
I'd better go find some bananas

to give back to Koba,”
said Kiduchu.




So she went to the

fruit stand and asked
Mzee Kigo to borrow
three bananas.
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“Koba gave me three bananas
and I ate them all.
I promised to give them back. @ )

~—
So I owe him three bananas.

That means I have negative ‘ H ‘

three bananas.
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Mzee Kigo handed her three
nice and ripe bananas.




Kiduchu ran to find Koba,
but tripped on a log.



Her bananas flew up in the air and disappeared!



Guess which sneaky little animal caught them?
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Soon Kiduchu came upon Ngedere
selling bananas.



He told her that he would exchange
his bananas for pilau. He asked how many she wanted.
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“Let me do the math. I owe Koba three
bananas and Mzee Kigo four bananas.

So negative three plus negative four

is negative seven. I need seven bananas.”

(-3) +(-4) = -7



Ngedere was confused by all

the math talk, so Kiduchu
explained, “Negative means
something that is less

than zero. Like you owe something.”

negative




“And what if I don’t owe anything?
If the bananas are mine?”
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“Well in that case,

we call it POSITIVE!

Any number that is greater
than zero is positive.”
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g Ngedere handed Kiduchu the bananas.

She was shocked to see the “Kigo” mark on them.




Immediately she realised that these bananas
were the ones that she’d gotten
from Mzee Kigo and had lost earlier.
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Ngedere started to run off,

but Kiduchu caught him
by his tail.

“Come here,
you banana thief!”
shouted Kiduchu.
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Ngedere apologised and gave Kiduchu back

the bananas that he’d stolen.
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He also gave her five more bananas in exchange
for her promise to teach him math.
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Kiduchu went and found Koba.
She gave him back three bananas.
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“It’s a long story and it has to do
with a banana thief!

I'll tell it to you another day.

For now you have your three
bananas back, plus one more

as a gift. Thanks, and bye.”
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“One banana...all mine!
Finally, I've got a positive number!”
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